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UD OFFICIAL'S FATHER-IN-LAW TO BE
ON THE SILVER SCREEN
IN NEW FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA FILM, "TUCKER: THE MAN AND HIS DREAM"
When Paramount Pictures releases Francis Ford Coppola's new movie,
"Tucker: The Man and His Dream" in August, one University of Dayton official
will view the film about the rise and fall of one of this country's most
innovative entrepreneurs with more than just passing interest. Roy Parsons,
UD's director of foundation relations, is Preston Thomas Tucker's former
son-in-law and public relations manager.
"No doubt the movie will tell a convincing story of a man possessed by an
entrepreneurial spirit," says Parsons, of Centerville. "If it doesn't, it will
miss an opportunity to depict a truly original person, a once-in-a-generation,
practical-minded genius to whom anything and everything was possible. Although
only a few Americans have been able to own the 65 Tucker automobiles completed
in 1948, the real Tucker story is in the man rather than the automobile."
For media interviews, contact Roy Parsons at (513) 229-2911.
UD PLANT PHYSIOLOGISTS WORK TO DEVELOP DROUGHT-RESISTANT SOYBEANS
As the "greenhouse effect" continues to warm the earth and parch the
Midwest's rich farmland, farmers hope to pin their economic future on the
harvest of drought-resistant crops.
At the University of Dayton, the search is on for a superior soybean that
can store up enough "food" during its vegetative growth to withstand drought
conditions.
Brother Donald R. Geiger, S.M., a biology professor, and research
associate Wen-Jang Shieh are working with Brian A. McBlain, an assistant
professor at the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, to examine
the growth and yield of two genetic selections of soybeans. Their research is
being funded under a two-year $68,000 grant from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
"We're looking for strategies--different ways in which plants cope--to
help plant breeders and molecular biologists develop drought-resistant
soybeans," Geiger said. "In that way, it's no longer a matter of life or death
during a long drought."
The soybeans are being grown in UD's greenhouse and biology lab as well
as in farmland in Ripley, Ohio--the site of the Southern Branch of the Ohio
Agricultural Research and Development Center.
For media interviews, contact Brother Don Geiger at (513) 229-2509.
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